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1. Title of Teaching Plan/Strategy  

Homelessness: Preparing for a soup kitchen experience
2. Date of Submission

February 25, 2010

3. Relevance to Public Health Nursing Competencies

Cultural competence

ANA PHN Scope and Standards of Practice: Competency Area

Health education and health promotion

Standards of Professional Practice

Advocacy
4. Topical Area

Vulnerable Populations: Homeless

5. Learner Levels

RN to BSN

Undergraduate

6. Learner Settings

Classroom

Clinical settings

7. Strategy Type

Discussion, movie trailers, film clips, audiovisual aids

8. Learning Goals/Objectives

Describe the current problem of homelessness in the United States.

Explore causes for homelessness.

Identify major subgroups that make up current homeless population.

Discuss potential solutions for the homeless.

Identify health needs of the homeless.

Define the role of the nurse when working with homeless populations.

9. Estimated Time of Activity
One hour

10. Strategy Overview-defining detailed steps (if student directions are available, please include at the end)

a. Introduce the concept of homelessness to nurses before a clinical experience to a soup kitchen to serve a meal.

b. The students will come to class having read: (see student directions at end) 

1. Why are people homeless?

2. Who are the homeless?

3. How many people face homelessness?

c. The students are also responsible to watch one of the video clips about homelessness before coming to class. They should be prepared to discuss the clip addressing the following areas:

1. Who are the vulnerable groups that make up the homeless?

2. What are the difficulties/barriers faced by those in the film?

3. What are effective interventions with homeless groups?

       d.  Discuss the readings and the film clips.

11.  Resources Needed

 Classroom space for discussion

12.  File(s)

Not applicable

13. Website Links

Film clips:

http://www.aarpmagazine.org/people/rick_koca.html

9 minute movie clip about homeless youth living on the streets in San Diego and an organization, StandUp for Kids, who help homeless children get off the streets.

http://www.seattlepi.com/local/391224_homeless09.html
2 ½ minute movie trailer which follows a family who loses their job and ends up on the streets

http://www.wideyedfilms.com/trailer.html

4 minute movie trailer which follows 5 individuals who are homeless in St. Petersburg , FL.

Other links:

The following websites describe the current homeless population:

http://www.endhomelessness.org/
http://www.endhomelessness.org/section/aboutus/101
http://www.nationalhomeless.org
14. Methods for Evaluating Student Learning
Following the clinical experience there will be a clinical conference to discuss the experience at the soup kitchen. The students will also be given an evaluation tool to rate their experience (i.e. preparation, readiness, thoughts, insights, lessons learned) 

(Tool attached at end)

15. Overall success of teaching strategy

Students always evaluate this experience very positively. It broadens their beliefs/attitudes about the homeless and they leave the evening just a little more grateful for what they have.
16. References

Who is homeless? (2009).  Washington, DC: National Coalition for the Homeless  found at http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/who.html
Why are people homeless? (2009). Washington, DC: National Coalition for the Homeless found at http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/why.html
How many people face homelessness? (2009). Washington, DC: National Coalition for the Homeless found at

http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/How_Many.html
Homelessness: Preparing for a soup kitchen experience

Directions for students:  Prepare for our soup kitchen experience by completing the following readings and viewing the video clips.  Come to class prepared to discuss:
1. Who are the vulnerable groups that make up the homeless?

2. What are the difficulties/barriers faced by those in the film?

3. What are effective interventions with homeless groups?

Learning Goals/Objectives

1. Describe the current problem of homelessness in the United States.

2. Explore causes for homelessness.

3. Identify major subgroups that make up current homeless population.

4. Discuss potential solutions for the homeless.

5. Identify health needs of the homeless.

6. Define the role of the nurse when working with homeless populations.

Prior to class read the following: 

Who is homeless? (2009).  Washington, DC: National Coalition for the Homeless  found at http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/who.html
Why are people homeless? (2009). Washington, DC: National Coalition for the Homeless found at http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/why.html
How many people face homelessness? (2009). Washington, DC: National Coalition for the Homeless found at

http://www.nationalhomeless.org/factsheets/How_Many.html
View ONE of the following film clips:

http://www.aarpmagazine.org/people/rick_koca.html

9 minute movie clip about homeless youth living on the streets in San Diego and an organization, StandUp for Kids, who help homeless children get off the streets.

http://www.seattlepi.com/local/391224_homeless09.html
2 ½ minute movie trailer which follows a family who loses their job and ends up on the streets

http://www.wideyedfilms.com/trailer.html

4 minute movie trailer which follows 5 individuals who are homeless in St. Petersburg , FL.
Additional resources:

The following websites describe the current homeless population:

http://www.endhomelessness.org/
http://www.endhomelessness.org/section/aboutus/101
http://www.nationalhomeless.org
Homelessness: A Soup Kitchen Experience

Evaluation Tool

Please evaluate the clinical experience using the rating scale below:

1=   Highest rating; superior

2=  Above average; good

3=  Average; adequate

4=  Below average; poor

5 = Unsatisfactory; unacceptable

N.A. = Not applicable

The Experience at the Soup Kitchen

____1.
Clinical experience correlated with course content  

____2. Interactions with clients supported concepts, theories, and principles of the

course

____3. Instructor was helpful and clear in the clinical assignment

____4. The soup kitchen facilitated meeting the learning objectives

____5. The visit to the soup kitchen enhanced my nursing skills

____6. Assessment/evaluation of available community resources (ie. soup kitchen)

expanded my current knowledge base

____7. Assessment of individual, family, community or special vulnerable group

enhanced my assessment skills

Final Comments:

What comments do you have regarding the experience/visit to the soup kitchen?

